Psychosocial correlates of HIV testing among men who have sex with men in Italy: a cross-sectional study.
The objective of this study was to understand the psychosocial correlates of men having sex with men (MSM) who have never been tested (never testers), MSM who have been tested in the last 12 months (recent testers), and MSM who have been tested before (remote testers). A sample of 14,409 Italian HIV-negative adult MSM was recruited via instant messages to the members of five international commercial websites and through clickable banner advertisements on different websites. The most important correlates of never testers compared to recent testers were younger age, sexual orientation concealment, unawareness of free HIV services, having had a partner of unknown serostatus, and lower levels of HIV testing self-efficacy (i.e. the belief in one's own ability to get a test for HIV). The most important correlates of remote testers compared to recent testers were older age, homosexual orientation, having had a partner of unknown serostatus, unawareness of free HIV services, and lower level of HIV testing self-efficacy. There are different psychosocial correlates of MSM based on HIV testing history. Based on the findings of this study, prevention efforts should be directed toward increasing awareness about the availability of HIV testing services and HIV testing self-efficacy among MSM.